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Minutes of meeting held 26 March 2025
1. Welcome and Apologies
PT welcomed attendees, including Ward Councillors Alison Raynsford (AR) and Lewis Allison (LA) and new attendee, Miles Bray.  Apologies were received from, Martin and Carole Worrall, Hilary Kolinsky, Martin and Jacki Berry, Kim Stevenson,  Lynne Sears, Jill Grange and Rob Yeomans.
 Minutes and Matters Arising
Pier 1 Canopy. Still no news on this item. Further follow up by AR/LA
Action AR/LA 
No news on who the new owner of the Register Office is, but PT has been contacted by the architects involved in the project. (More detail below).
Cordylines from Armada Way have been planted around the Hoe.
The minutes were agreed to be a true representation of the meeting and were proposed by Judy Tottey and seconded by Paul Daffern. ***
2.	Councillors Report

AR advised that the Budget had been completed, and that it appears that PCC has arrived at a better position than many other councils.  Additional funds have been received, for addressing potholes around Plymouth.  Improvements to the roads should be visible in due course.
Additional funding for housing has also been received. It is likely that the unused buildings at the top of Armada Way are likely to be utilised, with demolition commencing, as well as other possibilities.

Concerns have been raised over grass-cutting schedules around the city.  Tall plants at the corners of roads and at roundabout edges have been noted as hazards to traffic. PCC will be addressing this by cutting some margins on roads and roundabouts, but possibly leaving central areas longer. Specific advice has been provided by Kew Gardens, over what flowering plants to seed and plant to attract pollinators and provide colour. 
PT asked whether No Mow May was still in place? 
Action:   LA to find out.
AR said that PCC has been reviewing the waste issues with purple commercial bins over spilling in the area. It appears that this is largely due to outsiders dumping rubbish in the bins.  Further observation will be ongoing.
AR asked for any ongoing issues of tents on the Hoe and surrounding areas. Several are currently on the Hoe Park near the putting green cafe.  AR will review.
AR provided the following update from PCC officers:-
We are working with the person living there but also ensuring that we are following Plymouth City Councils legal process to move them on.
 
A Notice to Quit the area was issued on the 14th of April 2025, we will check the site on 16th April 2025. If the tent remains, we will continue with our legal team to move them.
 
Apologies that this is not a quick resolution but please be reassured we are working to resolve.

PT will invite Victoria Allen, PATH (Access to Housing), to speak at a meeting in the future, to give an overview of the organisation’s work. 
Action: PT 
The continuing issue was discussed, of PCC workers parking daily on Walker Terrace and West Hoe Road, making residents unable to park, despite having residents’ permits.  Members to send any images/video evidence of this.  
Action: AR/LA to review this again.
HNF member provided video evidence.
A member raised the issue of new railings installed along the decking area of the Lido. The railings are completely different to the remaining original ones, stretching for approx 1/4mile along the Lido frontage.
Action:  AR/AL to investigate.
AR has followed up but no response as yet.
PT commented that the large rocks opposite the Moxy, designed to stop cars parking on that part of the road, have been moved back from the road, allowing cars to be parked. This means that pedestrians are forced to walk around them, on the road, which is a safety issue. 
Action: AR/AL to look at the issue and consider. 
3.	 Planning Report (MW, CW)
Planning Application Report circulated previously.
Minutes of Planning Meeting discussions (see below)

Members were advised to make any comments via the appropriate website.

2 Pier St – Application to turn the space into parking.

Discussion took place over the application, and a suggestion was put forward: That PCC could consider taking over the space and using it for parking for workers at Ballard House.  This would alleviate the problem with residents not being able to park due to PCC workers, during working hours. It was considered unfair that residents and businesses should be suffering, despite having parking permits. 

Action: AR/LA to follow up.  

Flat 26, 24 Elliott St

This application to renew windows, with particular attention to heritage/planning approval is supported by HNF.

Action: PT to send letter of support, by 01/04

Hoe Lodge Restaurant 

Beech whips have been planted in the Clock Garden, to screen off the rear of the property. More trees may be available to improve this further.

Action: PT to ask Richard Poynter, PCC gardener

Licensing Application for the Lido

An application for full licensing has been requested by Plymouth Leisure, for use at the Lido.  This includes extended hours, on some occasions until 02:00, or even from 11:00 until 05:00.
Many concerns were raised around this, including whether this is appropriate for a family venue in a residential area, H&S issues around behaviour, noise, glass, damage to the pool etc. 

PT asked whether HNF can call in this licence application.  LA to advise.

Action: HNF/AR/LA 

PT submitted objection on behalf of HNF.  Following reply received from Marie Price, Senior Enforcement Officer, Licensing:-

“Further to your representation in respect of the above application.
 
Applicants are restricted on the wording for advertising applications under the licensing act 2003 and I wanted to explain the application in full.
 
Although the Tinside Lido application contains alcohol and opening hours until 01:00hrs this will only be in place for booked events (E.G Weddings, Firework Championships etc) mainly between the periods of May and September. The premises will not be serving alcohol on a daily basis, to the general public. Off sales of alcohol will also not be permitted so no alcohol can be taken for consumption off the premises.
 
Any alcohol being sold in the outside area for special events must cease at 11pm along with any recorded or live music. All music between the hours of 0800 hours and 2300 hours are covered by an exemption under the Live Music Act 2012 and as such we cannot attach and enforce music conditions between those hours. The maximum capacity of the indoor area is 120 persons so there should not be large crowds of people leaving the premises at 1am on a regular basis.
 
The applicant has added the following condition to their application, between 23:00 and 08:00 there will be total sound containment within the premises. This will form part of the conditions on their premises licence. Breaches of this condition could result in the review of their premises licence or prosecution so the condition will need to be adhered to. Therefore, for any events which go beyond 23:00hrs any noise from music or patrons will need to be contained within the premises.
 
We are therefore only able to accept representations based on the hours for special events as this will not be activities carried out on a daily basis.
 
As a local resident if there are any business disturbances from licensed premises, affecting you we will be happy to accept complaints via this link
Licensing complaints | PLYMOUTH.GOV.UK
 
These will be investigated by our Environmental Health Team, and should they be upheld enforcement action will be taken.” 

PT asked for any members interested to attend the meeting with her.

Royal Citadel Lambhay hill trees – no news on where/when the mitigation for the chopping down of the trees will occur.   

Action PT to follow up on how many trees should be planted and where in mitigation and with reference to our NP 
PT to meet with Natural Infrastructure and Street Services officers early May to discuss mitigation planting for Lambhay Hill and West Hoe park tree losses.
 
4.	Neighbourhood Plan 
PT expressed thanks to everyone who participated in producing the NP and in the consultation process including working groups. 100s of comments have been received from residents, mostly of a strongly positive nature. PCC are not happy with most of the propositions, and work is currently being painstakingly undertaken with Locality, and with the working groups, to go through all the comments and to assess what manoeuvrability there may be to mitigate PCCs negative feedback.
This is very detailed work, and is taking a lot of time. There were also a lot of good suggestions that need to be compiled and reviewed. The next HNF meeting will be allotted to the working groups to continue their reviews.

PT mentioned that she had written to MP Luke Pollard twice, with no reply. This was in regard to the status of Neighbourhood Forums, with at view to upcoming changes to local government and planning.

Action:  LA to check.  AR to enquire from Town & Country Planning Association.

Response from AR (which is very good to hear)
“I asked my contact at the TCPA and they confirm that the role of Neighbourhood Forums’ is largely unchanged by recent guidance and there seem no proposals to change the law around neighbourhood planning. For now the  forums continue and have similar powers to Parish and Town councils over the NP process.”

5. Register Office

PT advised that she had been contacted by the architects acting for the owners of the Register Office.
They have seen the HNFs propositions for the site, and are aware of a Neighbourhood Plan in process.
They have asked for a meeting.  PT, HK and another member will attend. The architects have not divulged who the owners are, at this stage.

Action: PT will inform HNF of any updates asap.  

PT, HK and Matt Sleight attended a meeting with the architects to discuss their early ideas for the site.  They were encouraged with the proposed height and mass of the residential scheme with commercial frontage but it is early days yet.  We will be kept informed as plans progress.

PT raised the issue of the possible need to get TPOs on several mature trees around the Register Office site, now that the site is no longer owned by PCC. An earlier tree report commissioned by HNF stated that there were some A and B grade trees.

Action:  AR to investigate
PT has discussed with the Natural Infrastructure team.  She will submit TPO request.

AOB
· The Garden Group has been awarded around £1K to assist with improving the gardens on The Hoe.  At present, it is hoped to plant good sized herbs in the Peace Garden, possibly several large bay trees.
The group meet on Tuesdays at 10:00 at the Depot.  All welcome, no experience required.
· Plymouth House – work is continuing, no finish date is available at present.
· The campaign for a directly elected Mayor has reached the stage of Referendum.  The referendum will take place in July.
·  PT suggested inviting a campaign representative, and AR also expressed willingness to speak on the overall pros and cons of having an elected Mayor.
Action: PT to invite the representatives to speak, at 28 May meeting (confirmed)
· PCC’s Events Manager and a representative from Cuffe and Taylor, Live Nation, will be speaking to the HNF soon, and will address any concerns.  Please send any to PT. 

Next Meeting – 28 May at 7pm
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